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by Pat Le Mare

A successful Exhibition
over, let’s now look
forward to the coming
autumn programme...

n
n

Porthleven in Cornwall is famous for its
epic waves and we were lucky to see this,
on a perfect sunny day on holiday with family at
Easter.  I am always interested in water subjects
as it is a challenge trying to get over three aspects
– what is beneath the actual surface and what is
reflected above.
I’ve developed pastel drawing over recent
years, always starting with a totally black charcoal
ground and then erasing light areas using
rubbers, and getting as much atmosphere and
light this way before adding colour. I have found
that this technique grounds my drawing and it
can feel like slowly developing a photograph,
gradually drawing the image out of the charcoal.
This in turn affected my painting and I use a
near black ground and then paint in light areas, so
not painting objects in outline, but developing the
image from the light around objects.
I am from a farming background and as a child
loved to play with soil, stones and chalk and I
realise this still plays a part in my artwork – so
I feel at home with charcoal and chalks – and
with painting I often like to add some grains or
earth from the subject I’m painting to my paint to
connect it directly.

Enclosed in this issue:
l Membership renewal form
l Lino printing Workshop booking form
l Jake Winkle Workshop booking form

www.stalbans-artsociety.org.uk

This year’s annual summer
exhibition was a great success
throughout, a statement with which I
hope our 200 plus members will agree.
Its organisation, planning, dedication
and skills of the background staff all
added to the overall result. And I am
stating the obvious when I say that all
those who displayed their work made
everything happen.
Throughout the week it was a delight
to hear nothing but praise for this
year’s show, which I must say nudged
further up the ladder in the standard
of work. A visitor from Shepperton in
south-west London even suggested
that the society should consider
holding an additional similar event, but
in winter. I believe we should leave that
idea to future generations!
Including the preview evening
and the remaining four days of the
exhibition, the attendance climbed

to just over 850, which beat last
year’s record by about 40. Another
encouraging sign indeed.  But none
of us will be resting on our laurels and
we very much hope to build on our
successes.
By the time this edition of PRISM
reaches you, the curtain will go up
on a new season and the programme
of all our events – the life drawing
classes, the lectures and workshops
are complete. Meanwhile, enjoy the
autumnal colours and happy painting!

Edward Bevin Chairman

EDITOR’S NOTE: Members’ input is very popular so please carry on sending in your
articles for inclusion in the magazine and your feedback.
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SECRETARY’S SPOT
The 2019 AGM elected the
committee for the coming
year. Much to our delight,
following the meeting,
Valerie Chivers volunteered
to be our Secretary and
was seconded on to the
committee. Here she writes
her first article for PRISM...

n

The 2019 committee
including Valerie (back
row, 4th from right)

Our AGM in May brought to a close
yet another successful year for the
Society. At the meeting I found myself
responding to pleas for a volunteer and
am now sitting here contemplating what I
should write in my first Secretary’s Spot.
Shortly after the AGM I attended my first
Committee meeting where I was warmly
welcomed. We have a large Committee and
it was lovely to link familiar faces from Club
evenings with well known names in the
Prism magazine. Each of the Committee
members has a specific job to do and as
each one reported in turn on their progress
to date, I was greatly impressed by their
expertise, dedication and enthusiasm. It
is easy to take things for granted when
attending, as I did, club evenings. However,
creating Prism and Membership Cards,
constantly updating finances, membership
lists and archives and planning and booking
our meetings, workshops and classes takes
up a lot of time and is hard work. Being on
the Committee has really opened my eyes
to all they do.
Our last Prism magazine gave details of
our Facebook site which was in production.
It is now up and running so please do have
a look. Also our website has room in the
Gallery for more art work to be uploaded.
Our Annual Exhibition this year was a
great success, as you will see from other
reports in this magazine. It was bigger and
better than ever and was well appreciated
by the public. It all ran smoothly thanks
to great teamwork by the Committee who
managed to keep smiling for six whole

4

days! What a lovely enthusiastic group I
have joined.
We have a great and varied programme
to look forward to next year, so hope to see
you then.

Valerie Chivers
Secretary

Subscription
Renewal

The membership renewal forms for
2019-2020 are included with this
PRISM.
The renewal date is 1st October but
please return the form by 31st October if
you wish to continue as a member. When
your subscription is received you will be
sent your membership card with details
of the programme for the coming year as
well as names of committee members.
Please include a stamped self
addressed envelope with your
renewal form.
General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) is a legal
framework that sets guidelines for the
collection and processing of personal
information of individuals within the EU.
IMPORTANT: if you want to continue to
receive information from the Society,
you must actively ‘opt to accept’ how
SAAS will hold and use your personal
data. Details of this are on the renewal form
enclosed. Please tick the box on the form.
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LOOKING FORWARD

The Society’s Autumn Programme 2019
www.stalbans-artsociety.org.uk/programme/

Programme secretaries Sue Bergquist and Sally Griffiths have arranged
something for everyone during next season. Venue maps see page 18

Oct 12: Creative Printmaking
Tutors  Sue Edwards & John May

Speakers and DEMOS at
Marshalswick Community Centre

Please return the booking form before 4th October

After the summer break the new term
is about to start and we have some
excellent speakers and demonstrations
booked thanks to Sue Bergquist.
Wednesday evenings 7.30 to 9.30.

Oct 2 Tropical Garden Demo
By Susan Clare
n Susan Clare will join us to paint ‘her
garden in Jamaica’. Susan went to Jamaica
30 years ago for a 6
month travel adventure
and this turned into a
career in scuba diving!
She returned to the
UK in 2013 and shared
her love of underwater
through her art.

Nov 6 The History of Pigments
Presentation by Aurora Spain
n The History of Pigment and Successful
Colour Mixing from early cave painting with
organic colours up to the present day using
synthetic colours. Talking about the origins
of colours used by some of the old masters
and explaining their failings and demise and
substitution by modern day pigments.

The new
Life Drawing team
L to R: Katie Felkman,
Ann Marie Whitton
and Kim Lawrence

Studio drawing
sessions
The Autumn programme kicks off
with a Life Drawing evening on
the 18th September. All evenings
start promptly at 7.30pm and
finish at 9.30. The evenings are
untutored except 16th October
and 27th November- see below.
There are tables and chairs, but
please bring all your own drawing
equipment. Sessions for members
remain at £4 this year. We are
now opening up the Life Drawing
sessions to visitors at a charge of
£10 per evening.
18 September Life drawing
25 September Life drawing
16 October

Dec 4 Critique of members’
work By Jan Munro
n Once again we are grateful that Jan
Munro has agreed to run a critique session
on 4 Dec. Members are invited to bring one
piece of work along for her to critique.
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TWO WorkshopS at United Reformed Church

23 October
20 November
27 November

Still Life Techniques
Tutor Jan Munro
Life drawing
Life drawing
Life drawing
Tutor
Bridget Tompkins

n Great opportunity for beginners and experienced
printers to design and print an amazing card for a special
occasion or even Christmas.
Sue and John are both talented printmakers,  
professional teachers and lecturers. They will be bringing
a variety of knowledge and many years of experience.
During the day, participants will be guided through the
different stages of creating a one or two coloured A4 lino
print. Starting with creating a print design from a drawing;
transferring to lino block; cutting; printing; the fabulous
results are used to make amazing cards or pictures.
Some materials will be provided, please see
booking form for details

Nov 16: Paint Venice in bold, loose watercolour Tutor Jake Winkle
renowned artist and tutor.
n A truly Inspirational and lively
watercolour workshop by Jake Winkle
on Venice to include reflections of
gondolas and beautiful architecture. We
are fortunate to engage this talented,

Jake’s enthusiasm for watercolour
painting is infectious and inspired as he
constantly searches for new and exciting
ways to render his subject, direct and
uncluttered
Paint bold, loose watercolours using
fabulous colour and expressive brush
strokes. Jake will use his expertise to
guide you through painting two pictures.
You will learn mark making techniques
such as wet in wet, dry brush. The group
will paint along with Jake in a directed
paint and follow situation.  He will
concentrate on shapes and mark making
as well as interpretation through fabulous
colour and brush strokes.

More details are on the BOOKING FORMS inserted in this PRISM.
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SUMMER EXHIBITION 2019
The Two Janets would like to thank all the contributing members who helped to make this year’s Summer Exhibition a bumper success!

More! more! more!

Joint organisers, the two
Janets - Blackham and King
Setting up the hall

The flower girls

n

Although it is true that Janet King and I
were joint organisers of the exhibition,
without the cheerful co-operation of 73
members this event would not have been
the successful occasion it was. 95 artists
exhibited this year showing 291 catalogued
items as well as 328 unframed works
and more than 1,700 greetings cards and
apart from a couple of minor “hiccups” the
exhibition ran smoothly giving enjoyment to
over 850 visitors. Once again the facility of
credit card payment was popular with the
majority of our purchasers.
The Reverend Simon Carver and his
wife Catriona judged the St Albans Trophy

for us, the winner being Linda Cavill for
her ‘Aspects of The Cathedral’ – Highly
Commended was Tracey Gent’s ‘Stone and
Shadow’ and two Commended votes went
to Anne Marie Whitton for her ‘St Albans
Cathedral’ and Bridget Tompkins’ ‘Abbey
Approach’.
Rory Browne, a renowned local artist
judged the Challenge Trophy, awarded
to Gina Dunstan for her ‘Two cormorants
fishing from The Rock’.  Highly Commended
was awarded to Mitzie Green’s ‘Cliff Edge’
and Commended votes went to Jan Munro’s
‘Cullen Seatown Roofs’, Arthur Tompkins
for his ‘Red Nude’, Linda Cavill’s pottery
‘Seed Pods’ and Clare Cammack’s ‘St
EXHIBITION STATISTICS
Albans Cathedral’ 1,2and 3.
The
                                 2019
2018 2017
      Terry Biggs Cup winner, chosen
by our visitors was Pat Le Mare’s
Exhibitors
95
88
72
‘Wave, Porthleven, Cornwall’.  Runners
Framed/box canvas
259
234
193
up were Yan Yun Gao’s ‘Cherries’, Jim
3D works
32
23
20
Morgan’s ‘Full moon, pink moon, Good
Unframed
277
250
227
Friday’ and Barbara Grove’s ‘Angus’.
Reproductions
51
34
22
Our sincere thanks go to our judges
Artists selling cards
30
27
26
and all our visitors who completed
Cards
1725
1850+   1600+
their voting slips. Congratulations to
St A Trophy entries
30
26
22
all the winners and in fact to all our
Visitors
853
795
701
exhibitors, without you we would have
no exhibition. Many thanks go to all
Items Sold
Framed
40
31  
27   who helped to make our exhibition so
enjoyable and successful – a really
U/F
29
30
37
happy occasion in the true spirit of
Reproductions
3
2
3
collaboration.
3D
10
4
2
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£7,564

£5,822 £5,701

Janet Blackham
Co-organiser

Linda Cavill, with hanging team Bridget Tompkins, Gina Dunstan
and Helen Raynes, set to work.

Service with a smile, the bar
staff at the Private View
Sally Griffiths and Margaret
Channon manage the greetings
cards

The stewards help a buyer fill in the paperwork

Preparing for artwork collection

Artwork collection day for
buyers and member artists

The porters stand by for action
- returning members’ artwork

s

Gross Sales

Handing in artwork
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SUMMER EXHIBITION 2019 - THE WINNING ARTWORK
Terry Biggs Cup

RUNNERS
UP

WINNER: Pat Le Mare Wave, Porthleven, Cornwall

St ALBANS TROPHY
WINNER:

Yan Yun Gao
Cherries

Linda Cavill
Aspects of the
Abbey

Barbara Groves
Angus

Terry Mower
The Gap in the Hedge

Highly
Commended

Jim Morgan
Full Moon, Pink Moon,
Good Friday

Challenge TROPHY
WINNER: Gina Dunstan

Two Cormorants fishing from The Rock

Commended

Tracey Gent
Stone Shadow

Commended

Linda Cavill
Seedpod 1,2,3

Bridget Tompkins
Abbey Approach

Highly
Commended

10

Jan Munro
Cullen Seatown Roofs

Ann Marie Whitton
St Albans Cathedral
Clare Cammack
St Albans
Cathedral 1,2,3

See page 20 for
photos of the
winning artists
with their trophies

s

Mitzie Green
Cliff Edge

Arthur George
Tompkins
Red Nude
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SUMMER EXHIBITION 2019 - EDWARD BEVIN’S CRITIQUE OF THE SOCIETY’S FLAGSHIP EVENT
Jeannie Pattinson

Natalia Millman

Julie Littlewood

Michael Metcalfe

Eric Littledike

Inga Armstrong

Daydreams, loneliness, music - this show had everything!

T

off the globe – trees and all!
But the domination of the
show by trees certainly did
not detract from a colourful
blaze of glory throughout the
hall in so many other aspects
of the wonderful world of
art.  As I walked round, I
was drawn back each time
to a cluster of cottages on a
hilltop.

Jeannie Pattinson

I have never been to Staithes
but I have visited nearby
Scarborough. Now, I seem
to know it well, thanks to
Jeannie Pattinson’s Staithes
2, whose feeling and love for
the village are prominent in
her canvas. Her rooftops are
all outrageously, brilliantly
colourful and magical,
standing before an orange
sky. And guess what – there
is not a tree in sight, just
a few bushes! To add to
the scene, we are treated
to a few bars of music in
the top right hand corner,
which left me wondering
whether it was the opening
to that classical Simon and
Garfunkel ditty Parsley, Sage,
Rosemary and Thyme, with
its opening line Are you

going to Scarborough fair.
For me, this Loneliness was
a classical little gem which
could adorn anyone’s home.

Julie Littlewood

Daydreams is a delightful
scene of tenderness.
Two little girls seem to be
enjoying a game of hide and
seek, with the younger one
peering from behind a tree.
Julie Littlewood’s painting
has a festive air about it
with all the major colours
associated with high summer
and a shaft of sunlight brings
to life the base of a tree.

Michael Metcalfe

Michael Metcalfe offered
us a scene of the famous
Canal bridge at Camden in
north London. He invites the
beholder to stand on the
towpath and glance under a
Victorian-era bridge which he
has carefully painted in the
red brick we find so familiar
from that period. There are
green bushes to the right
which gives the image the
perfect balance, together
with the flowing, rippling
water in the canal itself,
depicted with slightly heavy
brush strokes.

Eric Littledike

An outstanding scene,
despite it being a painting
which has been replicated
by so many artists of the last
150 years, not to mention
the Impressionists, was
Eric Littledike’s The Flower
Garden. It is as though the
artist had slipped across the
English channel to sit among
the flowers in Monet’s
garden at Givernay close to
the right bank of the river
Seine. Amid the glorious
mixture of flowers in every
colour imaginable is his
centrepiece, a youngish girl
in a pinkish dress complete
with white hat and matching
parapluie. She is gracefully
stepping forward and is
about to pick the flowers
of her choice. This is an
atmospheric painting and if
we stand before the canvas
long enough, we might
feel that we are part of the
scene.

Natalia Millman

In direct contrast, Natalia
Millman offered us
Loneliness, with a single
silver birch tree standing
astride a watery, marshy,

landscape. By reducing the
intensity of  such colours
as burnt sienna, raw umber,  
burnt umber and black, she
has captured the eeriness,
and therefore the loneliness
of the scene and it must
have left her with a sense
of satisfaction in depicting
nature at its most raw.

Sarah Sanders

I liked Sarah Sanders’ pencil
drawing of an indigenous
Maori Australian, beautifully
crafted. His full face bears
all the crevices and wrinkles
associated with these
fascinating people and
he constantly seemed to
stare at us from the display
stand. This subject was a
very welcome and different
addition to the show.

Inga Armstrong

If the hundreds of visitors
needed some light relief
in the show, then Inga
Armstrong’s painting
Impromptu Trio, came up
trumps. Three middleaged gentlemen are sitting
astride a park bench making
music. Two have accordions
strapped to their chests, and
the rotund, ballooning figure
in the middle is playing the
clarinet. The middle man,
face fully expanded with air,
is bursting out of his black
suit. They are surrounded by
a kaleidoscope of colours,
and the bench looks rickety.  
A fun picture indeed.  To
be hung in a band practice
room perhaps?
And so this memorable
exhibition came to a close.  
It was very gratifying for
the society when visitors
approach me with such
comments as ‘the standard
is even higher this year’, I
loved all the trees’, and It’s
a great exhibition’. Very well
done to everyone who made
it happen.

Edward Bevin
Chairman

s

his year’s summer
exhibition saw a shift
in emphasis from
some of its predecessors
with the artists giving us
an insight – perhaps more
than ever – into how they
actually see nature in all its
drabness and glory. They
all demonstrated just how
much they are tuned into
landscapes with gently
rolling hills and seascapes,
with swirling, massive waves
crashing down onto rocks or
the sea shore.
But in particular, they
invited us to share their
study of trees. There were
trees everywhere (and I have
to confess that I produced
three lots in my exhibits) but
there is nothing wrong with
that because we get a strong
impression from the show of
trees in art, not only as life’s
ordinary background but as
symbolic and often ancient
objects. After all, trees
have figured prominently
in English history and will
continue to do so, unless
the climate change lobby are
correct when they claim that
the way things are going,
we’re all going to be wiped
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SUMMER EXHIBITION 2019 - the judgING
Judging the Terry Biggs Cup
The Exit Survey

Judging the St Albans Trophy
Catriona and I were
delighted to be asked
to judge this category at
the 2019 Exhibition and
it wasn’t an easy task to
choose which work “best
captures the character of St
Albans in an original way”.
Each of the entries
portrayed something of our
city: somewhere familiar
seen in an unusual way,

What an excellent excuse to enjoy another look at our
exhibition – having offered to collect and record daily the
results of the “PICK THE WINNER” votes for the “BEST
EXHIBIT IN THE SHOW.” I loved going in, great to see
so many people there, friends meeting, others rapt in
contemplation, or quietly discussing, seeking out their
favourites. Our visitors, and especially children, are drawn
into being part of the exhibition, playing their important role
in choosing, and giving us valuable feedback in the process!

14

described her experience
as “a moment of magic and
bliss.”
POPULAR
ARTISTS
Looking at votes for all
three entries from individual
exhibitors, the popularity of
particular artists emerges,
including Jim Morgan, Yan
Yun Gao, Jan Munro, Pat
Le Mare, Bridget Tomkins,
Barbara Groves, Janet King,
followed by many others.  
And new names appear
each year.
I still think the 3D table
doesn’t get its fair share
of votes - but this year
it looked great with a
wonderful selection including little pewter
animals - and ceramics
with such exotic names as
‘majolica’ and ‘raku’ and
‘woodsmoked’. Eleven
items sold - tribute to
its value. I counted 34
pictures marked with red
dots on the ‘SOLD’ board.
Encouragingly 10 of these
were for over £100, some
substantially so.

COMMENTS
Comments included
‘Excellent’, ‘Delightful’,
‘Really enjoyed’, ‘in
awe of such talent’, ‘Its
quite brilliant’, ‘Very high
standard’, ‘Well done’.
We grow in popularity.
There were 291 entries
listed. (257 in 2018 and
213 in 2017). Thankfully we
had put a size restriction
on entries and there were 4
attractive new end boards
- or we might have run out
of hanging space! We did
successfully use some coat
hangers as extra and good
hanging space!
What a wonderful
exhibition - and thanks to so
many volunteers - without
whom it would not happen
- nor without the two
Janets who again so ably
and efficiently organised it
all - always there, always
smiling, always welcoming.
thank you all - and Dagnall
Street Baptist Church.

Gina Dunstan
Exit Survey Manager
Images of all the winning artwork are on pages 10-11

were delighted to be at the
Opening Evening to present
her with the trophy.
Dagnall Street Baptist
Church is very pleased
to host this event and it
is good to know that this
year’s was a great success.

Simon Carver
Vicar of the Dagnall
Street Church

Judging the Challenge Trophy
The quality of Art works in the recent St
Albans Art Society was exceptional, laudable
and palpable. In choosing the winner and
others highly commended or commended
in this category I was mindful that the
criteria was for work that showed the most
‘freshness of vision and originality’. Thus,
the works chosen do not diminish the quality
seen elsewhere. The show was a tribute to
many talented and high quality practitioners.
As my students, at a local Comprehensive
School, would say..’respect’ or ….’Lush’!!
Winner
Two Cormorants fishing
from the rock
Gina Dunstan
The fresh and energetic
application of paint drew
me to Gina’s work. I felt
that she had captured the
energy and vibrancy of the
tumultuous surf perfectly.
This was juxtaposed by
the solidity of the rocks.
Yet even these were rich in
texture and mark making.
All anchored by the sharp
silhouettes of the two
cormorants. The latter

Rory Browne judges the
Challenge Trophy category
awarded for the work that
shows the most originality
and freshness of vision.

balanced the frenetic scene
and application of paint
elsewhere. They avoided
the cliché of the ‘seagulls in
the sky’ on account of the
fact that they ‘belonged’
and were well draughted. A
requisite of any great work
is ‘contrast’ and Gina’s
work had it in spades!
The fact that I could think
of no tangential artists to
reference meant that, to
me, Gina was the clear
winner. Her work was;
fresh, visionary and original.
Congratulations to an

intuitive and talented artist!
Highly Commended
Cliff edge
Mitzie Green
Mitzie’s innovative use
of collage really caught
my eye. Her ‘Cliff edge’
was exceptionally well
crafted and imbued with
atmosphere. Her use of gold
collage enhanced rather
than detracted and the
piece was beautifully drawn
and painted. Her ‘Bluebell
wood’, a recurrent theme
in my own work, teaches

s

Winners
483 voting slips were
posted in the box (468 in
2018, and 415 in 2017.)
How encouraging that this
year 98% of artists were
chosen by someone as
“Best in the Show”, a lovely
reflection of the wide and
diverse appreciation of our
talents, skills and creativity
in art! It is fascinating to
watch patterns emerge and
change as votes stack up
over the four days. This
year a wonderful selection
of themes were chosen.
The winner was Pat Le
Mare’s beautifully observed
and portrayed ‘Wave,
Porthleven, Cornwall.’
Yan Yun Gao’s exquisite,
serene, ‘Cherries’ came
second. The runners
up were Jim Morgan’s
dramatic night sky over St
Albans, focusing on the
Abbey, ‘Full moon, pink
moon, Good Friday’ and
Barbara Groves sensitive
painting of the windswept
doughty ‘Angus’.
One visitor who spent two
or three hours just looking,

or some corner that we
had not seen before. St
Albans is a photogenic – or
whatever the equivalent is
in fine art – subject, and we
saw it painted in different
media, in vibrant colours
and in pastel shades.
Both of us agreed that
Linda Cavill’s painting of
the interior of the cathedral
was the winner and we

15

INFORMATION

me that I need to be more
innovative!!

TALK TO YOUR COMMITTEE

COMMENDED
Cullen Seatown Roofs
Jan Munro
Jan’s innovative
segmentation of shape and
her sensitive use of colour
resonated perfectly with
all of our memories of sea
towns and the appealing
roof tops. Whilst referencing
the St Ives artists, Jan’s
depiction was both highly
aesthetic and original.
Red nude
Arthur George Tompkins
Arthur’s visceral nude
portrait was both vigorous
and dexterous. His use

of line, juxtaposed with
the rich colour was a
startling and original take
on traditional portraiture.
Elements of Tracy Emin’s
recent White Cube
exhibition and the work of
Cy Twombly do not diminish
its freshness or originality.
Seedpod 1, 2 and 3
Linda Cavill
I thought these sculptures
were exquisite in their
simplicity. Yet they
perfectly encapsulated the
contrasting complexity
of nature. They reminded
me of Richard Deacon’s
beautiful biomimetic
sculptures. I very nearly
bought them; but felt this

might be a conflict of roles!!
St Albans Cathedral 1,
23
Clare Cammack
Clare’s innovative use of line
and mark making was both
expressive and controlled.
A lovely example of mark
making that significantly
encapsulated the spiritual
place that is the Cathedral/
Abbey. References of John
Piper and even Ruskin do
Clare’s work justice as we
all ‘stand on the shoulders
of giants’!

Rory Browne
Local artist and art
teacher

CHAIRMAN Edward Bevin
VICE CHAIR Sandie Ford  
TREASURER Tracey Gent
SECRETARY Valerie Chivers
PRISM EDITOR Janet King
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Janet Blackham

PROGRAMME SECRETARIES
LECTURES: Sue Bergquist  
WORKSHOPS: Sally Griffiths

MINUTES SECRETARY Margaret Channon
SUPPORTING COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Jan Munro
Gina Dunstan
  

EVENTS

The Society meets for discussions and
meetings at Marshalswick Community
Centre, The Ridgeway, St Albans, AL4 9TU
Most meetings start at 7.30 pm

WORKSHOPS
HARPENDEN ARTS CLUB
Annual Exhibition
8-10 November
Fri & Sat: 10.00am - 5.00pm
Sun: 10.00am - 4.00pm

One day workshops are held at United
Reformed Church, Watford Road,
Chiswell Green, St Albans, AL2 3HG

Hertford
Art
Society

Harpenden Arts Club is holding its
Annual Members Exhibition in the
Harpenden Public Halls.

EXHIBITION OF
Members’ WORK 2019
1st - 3rd November
in Cowbridge Hall,
Cowbridge, Hertford
SG14 1PG

Several of our members are also members of
Harpenden Arts Club and have submitted artwork
to this exhibition. There is a wide range of media
including sculpture, ceramics and digital art, as well
as paintings and drawings for sale.
Harpenden Arts Club meetings and events are at
different times from St Albans, so giving members
of both twice the fun. All exhibitors must be
members of Harpenden Arts Club. Entry forms and
information can be found on their website www.
harpendenartsclub.org.uk or by contacting their
Membership Secretary and Treasurer, Peter Brown by
20th October.

The Members’ Show
is an annual exhibition,
exclusively for the work by
Members of the Hertford
Art Society. It has been
running successfully for
a number of years now
and has maintained a
consistently high standard
of work.
For more info:
hertfordartsociety.co.uk
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VENUE for MEETINGS

Map illustrations by Peter Osborne

s

SUMMER EXHIBITION 2019 - the judgING

www.stalbans-artsociety.org.uk
WEBSITE EDITOR
Tracey Gent
StAlbansArtSoc@gmail.com
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MEMBERS FORUM

FACEBOOK Update
Our main Facebook page seems
to have come into its own during
the Summer Exhibition period.
Largely due to Susie Ross’s
efforts and members ‘sharing’ posts,
information reached about four and a
half thousand people through Facebook
alone. Various comments and ‘likes’
were registered on the page and all in
all the increased publicity Facebook has
given us seems to have gone a long way
to generating a higher footfall at Upper
Dagnall Street and an increase in art sales.
As for the closed members’ group, this
also proved useful over the exhibition
period with ‘hand in’ help being sought
by a member who was away on the
appointed day. Although numbers are
small as yet, we hope to attract a higher
uptake over the coming months as word
gets around. If this is something that
interests you, search for SAAS Members’
Group in the groups section of your
existing Facebook page and we will get
back to you. (NB you must already have a
Facebook  profile of your own to be able
to search for and join this closed group.)

Susie Ross
Hilary Morgan
We are pleased to welcome
the following new members
Pat Le Mare
Natalia Millman
Anne Boyes
Chris Darby
Laura Stock
Jenny Shaw
Maria Hogg
Georgia Sweeny
Vincenzo Volpe
Rosmarie Jefferies
Edie Glatter
John Jarratt
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Stevenage
Bricket Wood
St Albans
Harpenden
Berkhamsted
Hemel Hempstead
St Albans
St Albans
St Albans
Hemel Hempstead
Hemel Hempstead
Welwyn Garden City

WORKSHOP REVIEW
For many years, Dave Nelson has been
organising and running our Wednesday
evening Life Drawing sessions. He has
now decided to step down from this
role to concentrate on his artwork.
New organising team see page 6.

WATERCOLOUR CLASSES
IN St ALBANS
with Bridget Tompkins

On the 15th May a full group of eager
members awaited the ‘Big Hairy Animals
workshop’ with tutor Lynne Davies.
Unfortunately her van broke down on the
way and she was unable to come. But then...

Out of disaster
came triumph!
Friday morning 10am to 12.30pm

Thank you, Dave
Those members who regularly attend
our Life Drawing Sessions, will be only
too aware that  having to be available for
around 16 weeks each season has been a
big committment from him.
On behalf of the members, the
committee would like to give their thanks
for all the hard work and dedication Dave
has given to the Society and we hope
he will still attend some of the drawing
sessions.

Workshop Dave is tutoring a workshop
at The Sunbury Gallery, The Walled
Garden, Thames Street, Sunbury-onThames, TW16 6AB on Saturday 27 Oct:
Mixed Media and Acrylic Collage
Over the course of the day you will
create a large-scale painting using mixed
media and acrylic collage. Guided by
Dave you will follow a clear process, and
be encouraged to be very expressive and
creative.
For more information visit:
www.sunburygallery.org/workshops

Charles Morris Hall, Tyttenhanger, AL4 0RN
For more details phone: 07484 321904
or email: bridgettompkins1@ gmail.com
Parking
on site
Jan Munro
helpsavailable
Gina
Dunstan assess her picture.

Herts Open Studios
7th - 29th September
Several members of the
St Albans Art Society are taking
part in this year’s Herts Open
Studios including:
Peter J Brown
Henriette Busch
Susan Chester
Karin Friedli
Tracey Gent
Mitzie Green
Anne Hignell
Di King
Judith Moule
Jan Munro
Clive Patterson
For more details of all the artists
taking part, venue details and dates,
visit hvaf.org.uk where you can
download a pdf of the catalogue.

A

fter a discussion with the group it
was decided to stay and paint by
ourselves. Sue Bergquist had a
computer which showed some of Lynne’s
paintings and, having been on a previous
course, was able to show everyone how
Lynne would start a painting. It was a selfhelp group with many of the group offering
help and suggestions. We all thoroughly
enjoyed our day. With comments like ‘we
should do this more often’, ‘I really like
this’, ‘what a relaxing day’. I received
lots of thanks and, in turn, I would like
to thank everyone who helped make this
unfortunate accident into a great day. It was
very relaxing experience with some great
paintings achieved.  

Sally Griffiths
Programme Secretary

GOOD NEWS Sally has managed

to engage Lynne to lead the same workshop
next year as an extra to the programme. This
will take place on the 20th June. Participants
originally on the list will be offered the places
first and then it will be open to other members.
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Congratulations to our winners!
St ALBANS TROPHY

Linda Cavill is presented with her
trophy by Simon Carver - the vicar
of the Dagnall Street Baptist Church
- who judged the category.

TERRY BIGGS CUP Chairman Edward Bevin
presents new member Pat Le Mare, with the
Terry Biggs Cup. Her artwork was voted to the
best exhibit on display by the hundreds who
visited this year’s summer exhibition.

Gina’s vision wins the Challenge Trophy!
Initially, I couldn’t believe
I had won the Challenge
Trophy. Then I was tickled
pink – ‘showing most
originality and freshness of
vision’ at my venerable age!
Wow – never too old! Then
it struck me – ‘..freshness of
vision….’ Vision!
My winning painting was
started last October, but my
eyesight was deteriorating.
In December I had laser

treatment for ‘opacification
treatment to my other,
(clouding) of the capsules
‘distance’ eye, the only way
in which the lenses sit’,
to clear the clouding. The
firstly, on my left ‘reading’
following morning I opened
eye. To my horror, the
the curtains, and literally
check up after Christmas
could not believe my eyes!
revealed a detached retina,
Everything was crystal clear!
unusually caused by the laser
Now I could enjoy finishing
treatment! An emergency
the painting, gazing at it,
operation that evening in
bringing in the colours I had
Moorfields Eye Hospital left
seen in the sea. Interestingly
me with a gas bubble in that
my previous paintings have
eye. Now I really couldn’t see. been full of warm bright
For months I had very
colours, reds, ochres, but
limited vision, couldn’t
my two paintings in the
see faces, agony trying Exhibition were both ‘blue’
to read, unable to paint paintings – and did reflect
at all, wondering what
seeing things differently the future held. The
freshness of vision?  Might
Moorfields surgeon
this suggest a creative
was brilliant and by
depression lived through?
March he was able
My latest painting is a riot of
to carefully give laser
colour!
Gina Dunstan winner of the Challenge Trophy awarded for the most original and creative artwork.

www.stalbans-artsociety.org.uk

